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Abstract: Field studies in the Lamagetou Nature Reserve, Mianning Xian, Sichuan Province, in the summer of 2005 re- 


vealed a particularly rich and diverse flora . One particularly noteworthy plant growing in openings in the forest, at woodland 


margins and on exposed slopes, was the recently described Meconopsis wilsonii Grey-Wilson subsp. wilsonii ( Papaverace- 


ae), a species previously known only from the type collection and last collected in 1908 , nearly 100 years ago . 
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Field studies in the Lamagetou Nature Reserve, 
Mianning Xian, Sichuan Province, in the summer of 
2005 revealed a particularly rich and diverse flora . The 
vegetation in the area comprises thickets and forests of 
mixed shrubs ( Salix, Lonicera, Rhododendron) and 
trees ( Abies, Picea, Acer, Prunus) in ravines and on 
mountain slopes and interspersed meadow-shrub clear- 
ings on broader, more level sites. One particularly 
noteworthy plant growing in openings in the forest, at 
woodland margins and on exposed slopes was the re- 
cently described Meconopsis wilsonii Grey-Wilson sub- 
sp. wilsonii (Papaveraceae) (Grey-Wilson, 2006) . The 
last and only other collection of M. wilsonii subsp. wils- 
onii was made nearly 100 years ago, in 1908 . Because 
of the wide horticultural and taxonomic interests in 
Meconopsis we wish to make our discovery known . 

Meconopsis wilsonii had previously been included 
within a widespread and highly diverse M. napaulensis 
until Grey-Wilson s (2006) careful study brought to 
light the differences that separate the various elements . 
Meconopsis napaulensis is restricted to central Nepal 
and most conspicuously differs from M. wilsonii by hav- 
ing yellow petals; Grey-Wilson (2006) reports M. wil- 
sonii to have“ flowers wine-purple to purple or crim- 
son .” Our collections were recorded as having bluish 
purple petals . 

Meconopsis wilsonii comprises two subspecies, 
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which are separated by Grey-Wilson (2006) using the 
following key characters : 


Basal and lower leaves with 6 - 8 pairs of primary segments , mid- 
dle and upper cauline leaves and bracts deeply divided, with 6 - 
8 pairs of segments; hairs of peduncle and pedicel ascending to 
subappressed (Sichuan plants) 

. subsp. wilsonii (Figs . 1-3) 
Basal and lower leaves with 4 or 5 pairs of primary segments, 
middle and upper cauline leaves and bracts shallowly divided, 
with 3 -5 pairs of segments; hairs of peduncle and pedicel patent 
(plants of Yunnan and Myanmar) 

. subsp. australis (Figs .4 -6) 


Grey-Wilson s description of Meconopsis wilsonii, 
with which we agree, states“ ... generally a large and 
rather coarse plant with handsome rather greyish or bluish- 
green leaf rosettes .It is very distinctive in flower with its 
erect to sharply ascending, rather short branches which 
give the whole inflorescence a narrow fastigiate’ appear- 
ance 2” He (Grey-Wilson, 2006) further states that the 
species is the only member of subsection Eupolychaetia to 
be found in China . Meconopsis wilsonii exhibits a disjunct 
distribution, with subsp. wilsonii restricted to western Si- 
chuan and subsp. australis occurring in western Yunnan 
and northernmost Myanmar .Subspecies australis has been 
collected a number of times, but subspecies wilsonii was 
known only from the type specimens collected in 1908, in 
Sichuan, south of Moupin (now Baoxing) . 
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Fig. 1 Mecomopais wilson Grey-Wilscn subap. Fig. 2 Meronopsia wilsonii Fip. 3 Meronapsis wilson Grey-W ilson 
wilscal, Habit. Sichuan Province, Mianning Grey- Wilson stila. wils subsp. whisomi Flowers, 

Xian; Lamagetoo Nature Reserve. Growing with Upper leaves and inflorescence. Photo: Hang Sun, 2005. 

purple flowered Pedteularts rex C. AL Clarke ex Photo: Hang Sun, 2005, 


Maxim. Photo: Hang Sun, 20005, 





Fig. 4 A ferns ki lannan i rey -4 ilacin subaj i, F I£- 5 Wer mapas ih Ianni L] rhe =A Fig- D Merannps is a aaan { rey = w ilap auban. 


Wilson subsp. mrstralis Grey- Wilson, anstralis Grey-Wilson, Flower, Yurnan , Yanghi 


australis Grey- Wilson. Habit- Yunnan, Yanghi 

Kian, Cang Shan, 3 150-3 MW m, roughly : : SENA ; Kian, Cang Shan, 3 130-3 300 m, roughly 
sth. Cang Shan, 3 130-3 300 m, roughly E ; x ee 

35 45° (OOS, Photo: Toshio Yoshida, 25.45°N, 100.03°E. Photo: Toshio 25.45°N,, MOMS. Photo: Toshio Yoshida, 


15 June AWW. Yoshida, 15 Jime 2006, 15 June 2006. 


Inflorescence. Yunnan, Yanghi Xian, 


The site of our collection, Sichuan Province, Mi- Xiang) . 28°57 36° N, 102°6 13” E . Elevation 3800 - 
anning Xian: Lamagetou Nature Reserve . Niuchang, 4000 m D .E . Boufford, J .H .Chen, K . Fujikawa, S. 
upstream from Yele Dam ( Yele Xiang, above Liziping L . Kelley, R.H.Ree, H.Sun, J.P . Yue, D.C. 
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Zhang & Y .H . Zhang 32733 (A, CAS, KUN, TI), 

distributed as M. napaulensis, is about 180 km in a 

straight line SSW of the type locality at Baoxing . 
Associated plants can be found on the Hengduan Biodi- 


D .C . Zhang & Y .H . Zhang for their collaboration in the field, 
the officials of Miaming Xian, Sichuan, for their generous ar- 
rangements and the Yi villagers of Yele Xiang for their assistance 
and gracious hospitality . The Arnold Arboretum of Harvard Uni- 
versity and the Kunming Institute of Botany have generously pro- 


eS este a http://hengduan. Hob harvard, edu vided support for field work in the Hengduan Mountain region of 
fieldnotes/ localities/ locality_ detail. zpt? locality_id = China 
679 


References: 
Grey -Wilson C, 2006 . The True Identity of Meconopsis napaulensis DC 


[J] . Curtis s Botanical Magazine, 23 (2): 176—209 


Acknowledgements: We thank our field companions J.H. 
Chen, K . Fujikawa, S . L . Kelley, R.H.Ree, J.P. Yue, 


0 DO 
E a E 


EEO AOO: EG: a I EBE 
OOU OO09 20070 30 HHO a E E e e E BBE: E 
o AEE E eE A E EBE E e BER H Bres a E E e EEE ELA E E D BE 
eA Eo G e E E2000: E E e ee a E EE Eo e ENE EOE ENE EE e 
ME O0- eR ase Es 
ISTH O Zr 2322023 u. o E E a E 0: a a N E 
OOOOOOUOOCOOCOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOUOOUOOOUUUOOOOUDODLUL 
OOCOOCOOUOOCOOCOOOOOOOOOOOOODOODDULD 6550 688000 0. HU 8 0000D 
OOOOOOUOOUOOOCOOOODOOODLDD 


UU: 000000000000000 1320 UU: 650204 
O O : 0871 - 5223525 O O OO : wangjh @ mail. kib.ac.cn 


Checklist of Seed Plants of Lijiang Alpine Botanical Garden is Published 


A book titled’ Checklist of Seed Plants of Lijiang Alpine Botanical Garden” (in Chinese, with latin names) was 
published in March 2007 by Yunnan News & Publishing Group and Yunnan Science and Technology Press . The book is 
the outcome of the authors’ long-term collection and study on the seed plants in the region of Lijiang Alpine Botanical 
Garden and its neighbouring area, and the result of their literatures searching and specimens checking about the region . 
It is the most complete checklist of seed plants of the Botanical Garden since it was rebuilt from 2000 .The book records 
in detail the seed plants in the Botanical Garden and its neighbouring area, including 2322 species (containing 235 sub- 
species/varieties) of 701 genera in 157 families, and each species includes its Chinese name, latin name, localities in the 
Botanical Garden and the neighbouring area, hatitat and altitude, vouchers, and finally its distribution in China and in 
the world . It is a good reference book for botanists, teachers and students in universities and colleges, and people doing 
work on biodiversity, natural reserve and plant resource . It includes 68, 8000 words and 655 pages, at the price of [] 88 . 
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